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The 1999 Lifetime Achievement Award was 

established to honor an extraordinary indi-
vidual who has dedicated his/her life to serv-
ing the Latino community. This award not only 
recognizes the personal and professional ac-
complishments of the individual, but also their 
altruistic contributions to the advancement of 
the Hispanic and Chicano community. 

Frank, a native Arizonan, began his career 
as a junior high school teacher, and later 
served as the Director of the Phoenix Job 
Corps. In 1984, Frank was hired by Arizona 
State University (ASU) to serve as Director of 
Community Relations. Under his direction, 
Frank has been responsible for coordinating 
the ASU Hispanic Convocation, an inspira-
tional graduation ceremony for Hispanics. 
Each year an estimated 300 graduates take 
part in each Spring and Fall ceremony and 
over 3,000 proud family members and friends 
are in attendance. This year marked the 16th 
anniversary of the ASU Hispanic Convocation. 
It has become one of the Valley’s most signifi-
cant and motivating ceremonies involving 
Latinos, recognizing both individual scholastic 
achievement and the collective progress of the 
Latino community in higher education. The tel-
evision broadcast of the ceremony on the local 
Univision and PBS stations has become a tra-
ditional viewing event for Latino families hop-
ing to encourage young people to pursue 
higher education. 

Frank also administers the ASU Cesar E. 
Chavez Leadership Institute. This program 
brings Arizona Hispanic high school students 
to the ASU campus for a week of intensive 
leadership training by respected community 
and university leaders. The program teaches 
valuable leadership skills that students can 
use to improve their communities, as well as 
gives them the opportunity to learn about the 
importance of higher education. Since 1995, 
more than 200 students have participated in 
this exceptional leadership program. 

In addition to the tremendous work Frank 
does for youth, he serves on a number of 
boards and committees such as the Rio Sa-
lado Committee, CPLC Board of Directors, the 
City of Phoenix Police Department Advisory 
Board Committee, the KPNX Channel 12 Mi-
nority Advisory Committee, the National Com-
munity for Latino Leadership and the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

Mr. Speaker, Frank Hidalgo is an exemplary 
leader and a profoundly committed individual 
who is a true role model for the nation. He has 
dedicated more than forty years to the ad-
vancement of higher education for Hispanic 
youth. I sincerely appreciate this opportunity to 
honor Frank Hidalgo and his four decades of 
contributions to Arizona. 
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TOM AND IRENE WOOD CELE-
BRATE THEIR 68TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. BOB BARR 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 8, 1999 

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
distinct honor today to recognize two citizens 
in my district who have made their lives a 

model of commitment for all of us. Those peo-
ple are Tom and Irene Ward of Winston, 
Georgia, who celebrated their 68th wedding 
anniversary on Sunday, May 30th, 1999. 

In a time when traditional family values are 
under attack across our culture, Tom and 
Irene’s example of steadfast devotion is an in-
spiration. I wish them all the best on the 
ocassion of their anniversary, and I hope they 
will enjoy many more years of happiness to-
gether. 
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GRADUATION SPEECH OF LAUREN 
SECATOVE ON RESPONSIBILITY 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 8, 1999 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, all Ameri-
cans, including members of Congress have 
been saddened and frightened by the violence 
occurring in our schools. Just yesterday, a 
bomb was found in a school in rural upstate 
New York. 

On June 6, I had the marvelous experience 
of hearing a graduation speech given at 
Apponequet Regional High School in Free-
town, MA, by Lauren Secatove, my grand-
daughter. 

Her thoughts on responsibility were so mov-
ing that I should like to share them. 

SPEECH BY LAUREN SECATOVE, JUNE 6, 1999, 
APPONEQUET, MAINE REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Good afternoon, friends, family, teachers, 
and members of the class of 1999. Welcome to 
the last day of our childhood and the first 
day of the rest of our lives. Needless to say, 
June 6th, 1999 will forever be a turning point 
for each of us. It seems trite to refer to a day 
as a point of turning, and the mere concept 
evokes confusion. To where, to whom, into 
what do we turn? We have come to an inter-
section with no signs, our pasts beeping 
loudly at us, and a foggy road ahead. Some 
of us are struggling wildly to go into reverse, 
which in life is utterly impossible. We are 
hesitantly facing our future, an unnerving 
task for we know not what the future holds. 
But take comfort; the beauty of the future 
lies not in its planning, but in its sponta-
neous creation. 

Do not look feverishly ahead, as if you 
were trying to turn to the last page of a 
book, for each one of us has the same ending, 
the same last sentence. And actually our be-
ginnings are quite similar. Today we find 
ourselves all at the same point, in the same 
place, even wearing the same thing. 

So if our endings are the same, and our be-
ginnings similar, it must be somewhere in 
the middle where we form ourselves. It must 
be this time where we define who we truly 
are, and what we are going to accomplish. 
This is no easy task. It is also a task that we 
must perform alone. As we work to complete 
this goal, we must always be conscious of 
three things; the responsibilities we hold to 
each other, to the world and to ourselves. 

First; our responsibility to each other— 
To live solely for oneself is not truly liv-

ing. We must each make a commitment to do 
for others. We have lead a somewhat shel-
tered life up to this point. The world is very 
different from our small towns. Our dif-
ferences are minute compared to the diver-
sity we will soon encounter. While our small 

community gives us the opportunity to form 
close bonds, it also secludes us from the 
world. There are many different ways of liv-
ing, feeling and thinking, no one better than 
another. Be proud of who you are, where you 
come from, and what you believe, but grant 
others that same pride. Also remember that 
equality is not a reality. There are millions 
of people who suffer daily, millions who need 
our help. Go through life with an open mind 
and outstretched arms. Learn how to tol-
erate and how to heal. 

Next, our responsibility towards the world; 
Today when we are handed our diplomas, 

we are also being handed the responsibility 
of the world. The burden and the glory of fu-
ture events lie upon us. It is up to us to lead 
civilization forward. It is up to us to raise 
loving human beings. It is up to us to im-
prove the lives of others on this earth. It is 
up to us to create our own individual happi-
ness. It is up to us to encourage peace. It is 
up to us to prevent the students from Colo-
rado from becoming the most infamous 
members of the class of 99. We can do better 
by doing good. 

Each generation has had their own prob-
lems to solve and overcome. We are charged 
with carrying the world into the next millen-
nium. Perhaps the coming millennium has 
given everyone an apocalyptic spirit, for 
many people do not believe that we are a ca-
pable or qualified generation. We are inun-
dated with stories everyday covering the 
‘‘troubled youth of America’’, a generation 
that is portrayed to be aimless and unpro-
ductive. 

PROVE THEM WRONG 
Every single one of us sitting here today 

has the ability to improve the world. Your 
diploma is your ticket, and your personal in-
tegrity your tool. Use them wisely and for 
benevolent purposes. 

Face the challenge, accept it and exceed it. 
Finally, regarding ourselves; 
Although many people have aided us on 

our journeys, it is due to our self-determina-
tion that we are here today. It was of our 
own volition that we woke ourselves up each 
morning, excruciatingly early, to go to 
school. It was our personal fortitude that 
kept us up late at night to finish our English 
paper or to comfort our crying friend, both 
equally important duties. It was our own 
kindness that earned us the friendships that 
we made, and our own faults for letting go of 
the friendships we lost. It was our own cour-
age that moved us to try out for the team, 
audition for a part, and to say those three 
words; I love you. 

While many of our high school days seemed 
focused on mere survival, our goal for the fu-
ture is now much higher; success. Potential 
means nothing in the real world. History 
books are not filled with people who had po-
tential. Only the driven and determined peo-
ple are remembered, only those who never 
compromised themselves, and those who 
stood up to opposition have changed the 
world. 

Please be careful to not equate success to 
a paycheck. Success is not professional ad-
vancement, or the price of your car. Success 
is going to bed content and waking up happy. 
Success is living with your soul mate. Suc-
cess is looking into the eyes of your child. 
Success is accepting yourself uncondition-
ally. Success is having an ambition to be-
come something great. 

In closing, I would like to extend my con-
gratulations to each member of the class of 
1999, and wish you luck as you work to 
achieve success, and define yourselves. 

May we all sleep contently. Sweet Dreams. 
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